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fore, and fince his Death, given themſelves the 
Liberty to reflect, not only upon me for Uſing, 
butalſo upon the Deceas'd for Submitting to the 
Methods that were taken with him; I think I 
ſhall not diſcharge my Duty, either to my Friend, 
or to my Self, or indeed to the Profeſſion, if I 
do not, as far as I am able, endeayour to ſet 


what was done in a True Light. 


In order thereunto, it 'may be requiſite to 
look back to the Time He firſt mentioned any 
Diſorder in his Mouth to me, which was in 
August 1716, He then told me, He had perceiv'd 


a Fulneſs in his Mouth for very many Years; 


but in the laſt Three or Four Years it was much 
Encreas'd, and by the Bulk began to be Trouble- 


ſome to him, tho not in the leaſt Painful] : 


examining it, I found the Tumor not only large, 
but alſo to flutuate, and therefore told him, 
until I was fatisfy'd what was contain'd in it, 
I could not come to a Reſolution, as to the man- 
ner of treating it; but, if he pleas'd, I would 
make an Inciſion into it, and then would tell 
him what I thought was fit to be done; He was 
very well ſatisfy d, and reſoly'd I ſhould proceed 
Upon Opening it, there appear'd to be no- 
thing contain'd 1 it, but Nod; not in the 
leaſt alter'd in Colour, Conſiſtence, or Smell, 
from what is contain'd in the Veſſels. The Tu- 
mor ver, ſunk very much, and I dilated the 

on with my Probe-Sciflers, and prefs'd in 


ſome Doſſels ; and then told him, it was a fleſhy 
Tumor, call'd a Sarcoma, and that the Blood 
contain'd in it was only accidental; and that 
the beſt way of extirpating it was by the actual 
OI | Cautery ; 


e. 

Cautery ; but I let him know, that I feared it 
would be more Troubleſome to him, and take 
longer Time to Cure, than he ſeem'd to expect. 
e preſently ſent for the beſt 7n/irument- 
Maker the Country afforded, and gave. him 
Directions: But that Night, talking with him 
of his Caſe, I defired him to conſider, Whether 
it might not be thought a Slight, by the Learn- 
ed of both Profeſſions, if I ſhould Perform the 
Operation, upon a Man of his Character, with- 
out a Conſultation ; there being no Reaſon (but 
the Loſs of his Time) to be in Haſte. At firſt 
he ſeem'd unwilling to loſe ſo much Time, 
yet upon Conſideration, he reſolv'd for London 
the next Day, where ſeveral Tres and 
Surgeons were Conſulted; They all agreed, it 

was a ſimple Sarcoma,and that the actual Cantery 
was the propereſt, if not the only means of 
Curing it. This Account I receivd from the 
Dr. by Letter; as alſo, that the Surgeons, upon 
Probing, found the Bone bare, and from the ill 
Smell concluded it was foul ; © Which, faid the 
Dr. it was impoſlible for you to diſcover ; be- 
 *cauſe, after I left Northampton, Two Deſſels 
ce of the firſt Dreſſing dropt out. I was very glad 
to hear That, for thoſe Doſels lodging ſo long, 
in. that warm Part, I was in hopes might be 
the Occaſion of the fœtid Smell; which the 
Surgeons, not being. acquainted with, might 
fairly be induced to take for that of a foul Bone: 
Which I mentioned to the Dr. by the firſt Re- 
turn of the Poſt; and alſo, that I was farther 
encouraged in that Hope, by conſidering that 
the Blood, that was diſcharged at the firſt Open- 
ing, was not at all alter'd, neither was any Smell 
| per- 


. 
perceiv , Until after the lodging of thoſeDo/els. 
Whether the Dr. ever mention'd this my O- 
inion, to the Surgeons in Town, I know not; 
ut, when he return'd to me, to have the Ope- 
ation perform 'd, he ſeem d difcourag'd by the 
pinion, the Surgeons gave of the Bones being 
foul. But I thought I might make bold to 
confirm him, in my former Opinion, the ill 
Smell ceaſing without the Aﬀiſtance of Medi- 
cines. The Conſequence proved the Aſſertion: 
For when, by ſe veral Applications of the Cau- 
teries, L had removed the whole Tumor, it 
vas plain to me, the Bone was not affected; and 
e Part healed as Smooth, and with as much 
Eaſe, and in as ſhort a Time, as ever I met with 
any thing of that Nature. And the Dr. con- 
tinu d well, without the leaſt Diſorder or Com- 
plaint, a Year and about Eight Months. © _ 
But then in April 1718; He ſhew'd me'a ſmall 
Ulcer, near that Part of the Mouth that was 
be ſore affected, and told me, He perceiv'd it be- 
gan upon Eating ſome hot Meat, that ſtuck to 
IE; At, firſt this Heal'd without much Trouble, 
hut ſoon. Excoriated again; and then I could 
not again perfectly Skin it: For as ſfoor 


as it 

Vas almoſt Heal d, it would begin to Excoriate 

a-ireſh-at, the Edges, which is what is uſual in 

Phagedeenical Ulcers. - And tho' 1 could digeſt 

it, and keep it eaſie, yet it got ground of we, 

| and; ſpread towards the Teeth; and, near the 

| Root of One of the Molares,” laid the Bone bare, 

| Which appear d to me at the firſt” not to be In- 
8 - Jur'd, but be ing long expoſed” became Foul! It 
t. exfoliating in due Time, with the Tincture 

that is commonly uſed, I propoſed the om 

0 


C7 ] 
of it with a ſmall Canzery, I being able very. 
eaſily to come at it without making uſe of a; 
Cannula; which, by confining” the Heat, very 
much injutes the neighbouring Parts: The good 
Effect of which Practice, of not making uſe of a 
Cannula, where you can conveniently omit it, I 
had good Experience of, in Dr. XII former 
Caſe : For tho' he had ſeveral Cannuie's made 
in Londen, by the beſt Hand, yet after Twice 
uſing of them, I told the Dr. That if a Patient 
could be truſted, it would be much more eaſie 
to him, and the Surgeon would ſee much better 
to uſe the Cautery, than when obſtructed by a 
Cannula. The Dr. was Pleas d with the Thought, 
and preſs'd me, at the next making uſe of the 
Cautety, to do it without the Cannula: The Ad- 
vantage he had by it was, that he bore Four 
Burnings, and ſaid, It gave him not the Pain, 
or Trouble he had from but One before, and that 
the Parts were much leſs Diſorder'd by it after- 
Vwards. But to re tun. | 

It will not I ſuppoſe be doubted; but that 
proper internal Means were all along wade uſe 
of: But theUker 9 to me more 
Threatening, his Friends preſs d him, and FE 
more than any, that he would go again to Town, 
and have the beſt Advice it could afford, and I 
reſolv'd to Accompany' Him, in the Beginning 
of Auguſt 1718. And I can't forbear ſaying 
was Surprized; when, upon a Conſultation, my 
Brothers, Palmer and Brown, made light of it; 
and, without ſo much as hearing what I had 
to ſay, concluded, That it was chiefly owing 
to the Bones being Foul; and that n 
a Tooth or Two, which they ſaid were affecte p | 
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and by Purging with Mercurius dulcis, all would 


be well; and ſo they took their Leave. Says 
the Dr. to me, What ſay you to this? Ian- 
ſwered him, That I fear'd they would find them- 
ſelves again Miſtaken as to the Surgery Part; 
and that as to the «Mercury, tho a good Me- 
dieine, He knew he had taken it already ſeveral 
Times, without any conſiderable Advantage. 


The Dr. Smiled and ſaid, But ſince I came 


c ſo far for Advice, I will not only give them a 
« Tooth, but alſo try again what Effect Mercary 
© may have. * 

Another Meeting was order'd, and the Tooth - 
Drawer to be there: Upon Drawing the Tooth, 
it appear'd to be very Sound. The Firſt Doſe 
he took of Mercury, whether by Cold, or any 
other Accident, | know not; very much Dil- 
arder'd him. I could not conveniently be Ab- 
ſent any longer, and therefore the next Day re- 
turn'd into the Country, and do not know how 
many more Doſes the Dr. then took; but in 
a few Days I receiv'd a Letter from him, in 
which he ſaid, I know nothing that has ſuc- 


à ceeded right with me, ſince I came here: You. 


« know what State you left me in, and I was 
« a great deal Worſe for ſome Days afterwards ; 
tho I hope the Mercmy has had no ill Effect, 
«yet 1 ſhould have been loath to have been ſo 
« Swell'd in thoſe Parts, as I have been, wil- 

« 1:ngly.. The old Ukers are not yet Heal'd, 
they tell me indeed, there is no Appearance of 
* any new Ones, and that the rg efeFual Me- 
© thods, which have been taken here, will iu. 
* fallibiy Prevent every thing, Go. 7 


But 
22 
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But by his Next, which I ſoon receiv'd, I 
had the Melancholy News from him, That the 
Ulcer was broke out again larger than ever, and 
therefore that He would be down with me in a 
Day or Two, and he came accordingly, but in a 
worſe State than ever before, And tho'itagain 
Digeſted, and did as before near Heal, yet the 
returns were quicker, and upon every new Erup- 
tion it was Larger and Worſe ; and ſo continu'd 
to be, notwithſtanding all the good internal 
Methods continually uſed by the concurring Ad. 
vice of Dr. Mead, Dr. Friend, and ſeveral other 
Eminent Phy/ictans ; which no doubt was owing 
to the malignant Nature of it. w : 

And therefore in the Beginning of February 
laſt; I could no Jonger-forbear expreſſing my 
Fears to the Dr. that it would terminate in a 
raging Cancer, He was too ſenſible of it, and 
told me, © That fince I thought I could keep it 
« within Bounds no longer, He was refolved to 
2 what a Salivation would do: And tho' I 
could ſay nothing as to the Advantage he might 
expect from it, yet I frankly own'd to him, 
that if it was my own Caſe, I ſhould be of his 
Opinion, that I might make bolder with my-ſelf, 
than with any other Patient : But defired by all 
means, he would firſt hear if his Friends, the 
Phyſicians and Surgeons in London, had yet any 
other Method to propoſe, or elſe would approve 
of that. He wrote to them, the Anſwer was 
long in coming, which made the Dr. expreſs. 
Himſelf to me with more Warmth, than I ever 
knew him to do before: (For he was a Man of 
the greateſt Command of Himſelf, as well as of 
the ſweeteſt Temper) © What, ſays he, is not 


their 


— 
« their Silence enough? And will not you, whom 
cc I take for, my Friend (for fear of loſing your 
Neputation) Aſſiſt me in what I defire? With 

| ngagreat deal more to aſſure me of his Confidence 
in me, and of his Opinion of my Ability to take 
| Care of him in the Coutſe. I am not {6 Vain, as 
1 to mention all his kind Expreſſions, yet if it be 
1 deſired, by any of his Friends, I will give them 
; the Satisfaction of ſeeing the Letters 1 had from 
| him, when he was Abſent from me in London. 
At this Time his Brother, Dr. John Keil, came 
| to him from Oxfard; and, as I unde rſtood after- 
WW wards , had ſeen Dr. Friend there, who was 
" for having. him Salivated at Lonaun: But the 
1 Dr. being determined to the contrary, did not 
f at that Time acquaint me with it, but began his 

Courſe, which 1 defired might be in the mildeſt 
Method, by ſmall Doſes of Calomel, encreas'd 
| gradually, which Method pleaſed him very 
1 well: Hut Dr. Friend (to whom Dr. John Neil 
il conſtantly ſent an Account of our Proceedings) 
| gave it as. the Opinion of Mr. Palmer and Mr. 
5 Brown, that it ſhould be done by Uni7:on: I 
gave my Reaſons to the Patient againſt it, but 
they ſtill preſs d it, not withſtanding the ill Symp- 
| toms, that I thought, at that Time, forbad it; 
1 which Symptoms they had been acquainted with. 
'Y They {till perſiſting, I defired the Dr. would 
| give me leave to write my Opinion my ſelf to 
| Mr. Zrown, which I did haſtily in the following 
manner. * 


Good 


671 
„ © CA be RR 
Have ſeen Dr. Friend's Letters to Dr. Keil; 
1nd Dy. Friend, 7 underfland, has been ſo kind 
as to Conſult you, and ſeveral Others in the Caſe ; 
whoſe Judgments, 1b I have all due Regard for, 
yet in the preſent Circumſtances (tho 7 give the 
Preference to Unction in ſome ſtubborn Caſes) 7 
dare nat encourage il in This: Por my Reaſon at 
firſt, for beginnins ſo mildly, was; that in this un- 
common Caſe, we might, by degrees, male ſome” 
Judement of the” Effects of Mercury, amd then 
proceed atcordingly : For bad I not been prevented 
by the Acciderits* you bave, by Dr. Friend, been 
acquainted with,” I ſboula have been very deſirous 
to have gone at leaſt to the Heighth mentioned by 
Dr. Friend. But ſince I find, by encreaſing the” 
Ruaut ity of the "Doſe o a Seruple (of which He 
bas raken Four) it has not affeFed the-Glands- 
at all, or made bim Spit the more; but. bis Sto- 
mach is much more oppreſ d by it, with vaſt Mar. 


for the preſent : My great Fear is, all things con. 
fader d, that if I ſhould proceed to Unction, and 
it ſhould produce the” ſame Effects, that it will be 
260, Many for bim. If my Fears are too great, my 
more than common Concern and Friendſhip is ſome 
Ertuſe for me; as alſo I deſire it may be to Ton, 
for this tedibus Account from, Sir, 


© Yours, Cc. 
Febr. 224 1718. k | 
N IJ. RUSHWORTH. 


I not 
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T not receiving, in due Time, an Anſwer to 
this, and the Patient being reduced to a great 
Weakneſs, and to ſo great a Diſorder, that he 
could not bear Talking to, I writ theſe few 
Lines for him to conſider of. | 

\ —_ 
Dear Sir, | 
A your Caſe now ſtanas, I muſt own my 4% a. 

A Coward : Tb Dr. Friend is much Miſtaken 
zo think, I am either unacquainted with, or fear 
the common Accidents that often ariſe in Saliua- 
Zing: But that irregular and uncommon Effects 
are, in extraordinary Caſes, produced by Mercury, 
Hales*s Caſe is to me a fl. l Precedent, of 
which 7 have formerly told you the Particulars ; 
and tho your Friends in Town take na Notice 
of the unuſual Diſorder in your Stomach, yet 7 
ſhould think my ſelf Tnexcuſable if 7 ſhould not. 
And if, upon uſing an Unction, any irregular Fer- 
2 ain ariſe, Weak as you now are, I 


Should dread the Conſequence. In theſe Circum- 


ſtances, I think it moſt Prudent for me, to adviſe 


you, to let what is already taken, go fairly off, and 


F you find it not Effeftual, you may with much 
5 Proſpec, abel you have Strength, begin de 
Novo, by Unction, and have an Opportunity 10 
have it done by the infallible Men. 


Upon this the Dr. no longer, at preſent, preſſed 
me to uſe the Uuction, and in a few Days, the 
Force of what he had taken being ſomewhat 
Spent, he began to get Strength, and the very 
great Slough (which was one of the Accidents 
mentioned to Dr. Friend) not only caſt off, 
but alſo healed, as did alſo the old malignant 

| | | Uker, 


[13] 
Ulcer, and all the Parts of the Mouth looked 
very Smooth and Well ; and the Dr. was very 
Chearful, and in great Hopes of Gaining the 
Point. | | PHY 
At this Time, it being Eighteen Days ſince I 
wrote to Mr, Brown, I receivd a Letter from 
him, in which he mention'd nothing to. the 
Purpoſe. This, I muſt confeſs, did not a little 
Warm me; and I the ſame Night wrote to him 
again, but never receiv'd = Anſwer : Perhaps 
he thought mine too Hot; if ſo, if he defires it, 
both mine, and his that occaſioned it, ſhall be 
produced. r 
The Dr. ſeeing what had been done to have ſo 

ood Effect, and hoping what was before adviſed 
5 Mr. Palmer and Mr. Hroun, would effectu- 
ally re vent any return of his Diſorder, reſolv d 
to uſe a Mercurial VUncrion. He had now more 
Strength, and there fore I comply'd with him; 
I began with a ſmall Quantity, and encreaſed it 
every Time, until I had uſed even a larger 
Quantity than had been propoſed. by Dr. Friend: 
But it not in the leaſt affected the Glands, or 

made him to Spit near ſo much, as when he took 
the Calomel; neither did the Union or Calomei 
produce the Smell, which generally attends Mer- 
curial Courſes; and to my great Surprize and 
Concern, whilſt he was uſing the Cuction, the 
Neer Broke out again. And by this we were 
Diſcourag'd from Proceeding any farther; and. 
in due Time the-Dr. endeavour'd to Purge this 
off, but he had always ſo untoward a Conſti- 
tution, that neither now, nor at any Time be- 
fore, could he by Purges have any regular Eva- 
cuation ; which was, no doubt in his Caſe, very 
Injurious to him. Now 
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Na w I petfectiy Deſponded: But a Friend and 


Kinſman af the Dr's, a Surgeon of no ſmall Repu- 
tation, aſſured him, that he had known, when 
other Methods failed, a Mercurial Fumigation 
Head anſwered: And what is it that a rational 
Man will not try to pre vent the Excruciating 
Pains of a Cancer? When the Dr. mentioned 
This to me, I n I knew nothing of that 
Practice, and always had an ill Opinion of the 
Fumes of Meremy And he alſo own d to me, 
that he was wholly unacquainted with it; but 


 Jatisfed in his Friend, and therefore would try 
1 


it: He began the Courſe according to his Friend 

Directions; I never pretended to order any thing 
afterwards; but however {till frequently Vifited 
my Good Friend, tho' with an akeing Heart, 
The Fumigation not only made him Spit, whilſt 
he was uſing it, but alſo for ſome Hours after- 
wards; and the Patient continued to uſe it for 


ſevetal Days, but without any good Effect e 


the Uſer. In about Ten Days after he had left of 
the Fumigation, a very hard Tumor began to 


ariſe, upon the Muſcles of the lower Part of the 


Face and Neck, and increaſed very faſt, and in a 
very ſhort Time ſpread it ſelf from Ear to Ear; 
and, by the Bulk, in a great meaſure prevented 
his Swallowing, and ſoon Suffocated Him. He 
was Chearful, and to all outward Appearance 
tolerably Eaſy to the-Laſt, and had what he now 
deſired, a gentle Releaſe, July 16. 1719. .. 
And'thus, to the Misfortune of Mankind, it 
is manifeſt to me, that Mercary is not adequate 
to this Herculeau Diſtemper: but however, this 
Caſe, and That 1 mentioned before to the Dr. 
gives me good Reaſon to believe, that S 
f rials 


R ay WD yo 0 wor 
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rials do at leaſt blunt the Acrinony of the Hu: 
mour, and fo procure Eaſe. For, tho" that Pa. 
tient had molt acute Pains, before he enter d in- 
to a Mercurial Courſe, yet afterwards he w 
eaſie all a long, as he told me; for 'T'was call? 
in but afew oops before he died. Tg iP 
other Melancholly Caſes,” ſhonld not However, 

think, wholly diſcourage "Swgeons from makin; 
rational Attempts upon à Diſtemper, which 
fear is more frequently met with, than formerly, 
in this Part of the World: It is to be hoped, 
there is in Nature a Specifick that may anſwer; 
and happy will that Man be who ſhall diſcover 
it. He will deſerve to be placed next to the 
Great Hippocrates, and allo to be Rewarded, by 
the Publick, equally with him, that ſhall find 
out the Longitude. | 


* 


Il will not pretend to determine, how far the Fu- 
migation might contribute to the ſudden growth 
of the Tumor mentioned; but I ſhould be very 
glad that the Surgeon, who recommended it, 
would be ſo Ingenuous, as to Vindicate himſelf, 
by giving Inſtances of its Innocency, and of the 
Advantages he has met with in the Practice of it. 

And now I heartily beg Pardon of the Friends 
of the Deceaſed, who fall give themſelves the 
Trouble of Reading thig:figcount, that I could 


not bring it into a narrower Compaſs. 


Having truly related what was done, in the 
Cafe of Dr. Keil, I hope it may appear, that I have 
ated an Honeſt, and not an Unskilful Part in it: 
If what was preſcrib'd by others of greater Fame, 
when it came to be try'd, had not better Succeſs, 
I preſume I ſhall no longer be Blam'd for it. No 

| Man 


[16] 
Man would willingly loſe any Reputation, who 
is to live by it. I queſtion not, but the beſt 
Surgeons in the World will allow, there are Caſes 
for which there is no Remedy: And he who 
frankly owns thus much, no more loſes any Re. 
putation, than the Quack, that promiſes greater 
Matters than he afterwards performs, gets any: 
And Ithink they, who have Cenſur'd me, would 
have done more Ingenuouſly, if they would ra- 
ther have look'd upon the preſent Caſe as In- 
curable by any Surgeon, than have thrown their 


Aſperſions upon me, as not treating it properly. 


* 


